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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the phrase 
"comprising;" should be -- comprising: -. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lee (US Pat. 
6,418,330). 

Regarding claim 1, Lee teaches a telecom ring tone method, comprising: a user 
connects to a telecom switch (caller 100 connects to switch exchange 1 10); a home 
location register in the telecom (i.e., inherently the exchange should recognize the caller 
prior to establishing a communication path between the caller and a database) switch 
verifies a caller is a registered user (col. 3, lines 7-35); if the caller is registered, the 
telecom switch connects to an added-service server (i.e., caller is connected to 
database to retrieve ring tone, col. 3, lines 7-35); the added-service server processes 
settings for the registered user (col. 3, lines 7-67); and when a call is made and before 
the call is connected a ring tone according to the registered user's settings is played 
(col. 2, lines 1-8, col. 3, line 7 to col. 5, Iine15). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lee 
in view of Chin et al. (US 2005/0221793). 

Regarding claim 1 , Lee teaches comprising: the user selects a desired ring tone 
and related ring tone properties in the added-service server (col. 4, lines 51-67). 

Lee does not specifically teach a user connects to a common service server; the 
user registers with the common service server; the common service server uploads 
registration data to the home location register in the telecom switch; the common 
service server connects to the added-service server. 

However, the preceding limitations are known in the art of communications. Chin 
teaches an HLR to verify the legitimacy, to support subscriber feature, and to provide 
information for authenticating subscribers of the system (paragraphs 23-26), the HLR is 
connected to an MSC corresponding to a common server (i.e., the MSC provides 
information to HLR for updating purpose or verifying if the subscriber has active 
customized ring back tone service in its profile at the HLR, if yes calls to subscribers are 
connected to an external custom ring back tone, paragraphs 27-32). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, to 
implement the technique of Chin within the system of Lee in order to provide ring tone 
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or back tone service such that subscribers can hear customized ring tone when 
receiving or transmitting calls. 

Regarding claims 3, 12, Lee in view of Chin teaches all the limitations above. 
Chin further teaches the user connects to the common service server via a telecom 
network (paragraph 22). 

Regarding claims 4, 13, Lee in view of Chin teaches all the limitations above. 
Chin further teaches the telecom network comprises a public telecom network, a cable 
network, a radio network, a satellite network, an optical cable network, or a cable 
television network (paragraph 22). 

Regarding claims 5, 14, Lee in view of Chin teaches all the limitations above. 
Chin further teaches the common service server connects to the added-service server 
via a telecom network, a network, a computer network, or an internet (paragraphs 22- 
23). 

Regarding claims 6-7, and 15-16, Lee in view of Chin teaches all the limitations 
above. Lee further teaches the related ring tone properties comprise group settings, 
priority settings, advanced services settings, random tone settings, third-party vendor 
settings, and service control settings (col. 4, line 49 to col. 5, line 27). 

Regarding claims 8, 17, Lee in view of Chin teaches all the limitations above. Lee 
further teaches whereby when a member of a group calls the registered user or the 
registered user calls a member of the group, the desired ring tone is played (col. 4, line 
49 to col. 5, line 27). 
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Regarding claims 9, 18, Lee in view of Chin teaches all the limitations above. Lee 
further teaches whereby the added-service server comprises an audio database of ring 
tones from which the registered user can select desired ring tones (col. 5, lines 37-52). 

Regarding claims 10, 19, Lee in view of Chin teaches all the limitations above. 
Lee further teaches the desired ring tone comprises music, dialogue, advertising, 
holiday music, audio data, and audio data recorded by the registered user (col. 2, lines 
1-8). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the claim contains all the limitations of claim 1 and 2. 
Therefore, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as set forth above. 



Conclusion 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean A. Gelin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7842. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 AM to 7:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on (571 ) 272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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